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Want to get into kayaking? Or have you (or a frie

State - M an d ated Sgeyr:)gfg::;ne%about for a while now, and want to s
Kayak Reg |Strat|0 n’> Either way, theTacoma Mountaineers Basic Sex

Kayaking Classwill help.

How would you like to pay the state of Washingto e are thr |
perhaps $26 to register your kayak every year, and n ai |
even state sales tax onceV(?ng ]

uUni erS| ’L

paid it on your kayak. Place a podfEnats

And that would apply to each of your kayaks, if you ha
more than one.

Those ideas that have been bantered about in-)lzmlﬂ ' :
storming sessions by law enforcement, boatilfgmassesl_ % allen Herltage nallsapaddmaoat

organizations, parks officials, and others looking erican Lake.  seltrescue at a past intro course
increase revenues in the face of state budget |quts,, .. ol . .
according to Gerry Hodge, dounder of South Sourclllt dll kicks off April 13" with the first evening class @

Area Kayakers. 6:30 pm.

As a member of the State Parks Boating Safety Adviso so(r;lelent Ca?j d\:e(re i:] thiJs :)ansa tear goﬁrgeu \;Vitw
Committee, the Washington Boating Alliance, and athi P P 9/ :

—

groups, Hodge pays close attention to proposals that Olfj?l;rr\]dartllicr)]n i\’r\]’?hfsr?;”rﬂgl’stf: %?tn go on to do
effect kayakers, lobbying the Department of Natur SIS port.
Resources and others on our behalf.
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Herebs a partial I i st 0

Though nothing has been proposed formally in Olyn )%roke.s, boat' AT skills,. .appropriate. gear, i
gnnmg, navigation, recognizing and avoiding dang

et, possible new kayak registration fees have go 21 )
gtten?ion y g g plus about a zillion other topics.
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Al have given them an e
they'll be fighting in order to get (any) proposal beyond
| egi sl ature, 0 Hodge said

ountaineers, $

pu—y

Youol | make new friends

Another idea making the rounds is including kayakefs ||p i : . i p
mandatory, state sponsored boating safety courses, oy UoRe [MGHIEEN OF W) sy, enEl Fe
perhaps $60, plus a $10 state boater safety card, he spidablehouse aablehousep@aol.com

Ot

The Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commitiea And, as always, you can read more abo_ut the b
nonpartisan outfit that studies various issues for|[fwO UT se and what &\Velssde we
maker$® is currently working on areport looking at 0 Alex Otto, editor
revenue from recreational boating, among other th|rigs.

The reports is due out in October.

nl would be _Surpfiseq 3 Momentum BUlldlng

top of the Ilist, o said [
Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs,|d 1

of the groups involved in the bragtorming sessions. to Force Yakers |nt0
nanyone that thinks tnig|the Safety Classroom

said.
By Gerry Hodge

—

—

Still, kayak registration has its supporters, including (S ) . )
Juan County Sherriff William Cumming, who serves W Every reportable recreational boating incident is ¢

Hodge on theWashington State Parks Boatir@gfety [f€corded at both the state and national lev@he
Advisory Committee. statistical behavior of paddlers shows up in only |c

significant way:deaths.

Kayaker s simply arenot

_ |
explained, unlike other boaters who pay registration fep{ W€ sustain almost no reportable property damage

surprisingly few injuries, but a national average of
Kayakers fare one group [olkayak deaths per year, nationwide, brings unwgr

pay any fees but do come under the need for| |attention to ourselves.
enf orcement , 0 sai d Cummip

(D

There are several organizations in Washington |1

Those costs can be high: rescuing paddlers, hunting d{Would like kayakers to go through mandatory st
stolen kayaks, sortingut runins between paddlers ap(SPonsored boater safety —courses, including
power boaters, enforcing personal floatation device |4 Recreational Boaters Association of Washington.
and the like.

=

They feel we are an impediment to their enjoymenn
the water because we don't know the rules of the [«

As part of its study of boating revenue, the a A _ _
so they have to be more vigilant in looking out for us

committee is looking how things are done in other stat

[

1%
T

Washington would be among only a handful of statggL@w enforcement and the state parks departjr
register paddlecraft. officials also think mandatory safety education wc

L
be a good idea for paddlers. It would cost maybe ¢
€

Minnesota charges $20 per year per boat, Oklahoma |PIUS @ $10 state boater safety carged story to th
per boat, Ohio $®er boat, lowa $4 pdroat, and lllinois left.]

$2 per boat. Pennsylvania has a $9 public access fe¢ _ _
paddlecraft, according to Hodge. Washington averages 24 boating deaths per year; [t

who would like to see mandatory education require

No other state includes mandatory boater safety edugd Paddlers cite that 45 to 50 percent of those death
for nonmotorized boaters, he said. nonmotorized boaters.

n O r+

Paddlers were included in a 2002 proposal for manda{ Safety education for power boaters was mandatgc
boater safety education in Washingiowhich became |!@w in Washington in 2005, but does not incly
law in 2005 for operators of 15 horpewer or greatgr|Paddlers at the moment.

power boat8 but were taken out because there were

standards in place for paddler safety education at the i Over 90 percent of boater deaths, including padd|
are due to drowning.

1%

=

But both the American Canoe Association and |t )
National Association of State Boating Law Administratpf Hypothermia accounts for 60 percent of padd

issued standards 2009, Hodge said. injuries. The remainder are due to a wide rangg
accidents, none accounting for more than 10 percer

Hodge doesnot | ike any olfthebalance. s

enough as citizens of the state, and that kayakers alr¢ o . . o

do a good job educating each other about safety. Statistics on recreational boating incidents |:
available online from theU.S. Coast Guard In

He believes heodéd have a [|addition, the American Canoe Association |

that make it out of braistorming sessions. produced a CréiqaloJudgmen a Iwih.

has mined the Coast Guard data for more meanih

The 2007 Northwest Paddler Survey found 85 percep{Understanding.

active paddlers were against registration of their boat _ ) _
said. Some of the more interesting data points are:

[ =]

Pierce, who owns a kayak, is sympathetic. f The number of national paddling deaths per y
varies from 75 to 115. The 10 year running

average is 93. t

il TE OSeEeShna d- f-0 JpaaPee s 2 5.5 170 L g
it os woul dnodt be a big q ) ) C
people see it as intrusi T 65t 70 percent of national paddiing deaths ¢,

year are in canoes.

Sherriff Cumming is sympathetic to a point, too. )
1 Whitewater deaths are the least comm
He said he understands p|lq occurrence. i

| ooking beautiful without _ o _
& Alex Otto, editor| | T Alcohol is a contributing factor in less than |3

percent of the 700 national recreational boat

fatalities each year.

Trl p Lea.d er Or 1 Alcohol is a contributing factor in canoe deaths
. a rate eight times higher than in kayak deaths.
Point of Contact? ||

1 Lifejackets are not worn in over 90 percent of
boating deaths.

The issues have come up a few times recéniifich is

better, to have a desi gnfqy Over 80 percent of the people who died in car
of c o nt adcat pgrsorf WhO @ryanges the locati{ accidents were not wearing a personal floatdt
and ti me of t he trip, k device; over 60 percent of those who died in kay
responsibilities? accidents were not wearing a PFD.

Of course, having a POC is less haddlee person whp|Why should we be concerned about car

calls the trip doesnot hj{statistics?Our culture has grouped canoes and kay
is as safe and happy at the take out as they were atthit oget her i n what | <call
i n. And thereb6s no r espg|We cannot separate them even though the use ¢

sure everyone is properly dressed. There are probably|vessel and demographic of the person in a canp
liability issues when no one is officially in charge, too. | [much closer to that of a small open motorboat.

But what happens when there are problems on a trip [ More people die in canoes than kayaks, but since
need a leader to sort things @uhe group gets separateq public lumps the two together, kayakers are assumie
someone <canot keep up, t| [as unaware of safety issues as canoers. u
some people in the group are whiuckling it?
What can we, as paddlers, do to protect ourselvesi|f
Or, something wor se hap p|gstate mandated safety training? D
the Coast Guard.
First, take care of yourself by enhancing your 0
Someone in those situations needs to take responsip| skills and knowledge.

but when there isnot a ||g C
Some one will step up, but others will resent it if they|4 Second, encourage individuals and organizations
not a designated leader, and confusion sets in. proactively promote water safety to all padd|e

sharing our waters (contacdkames Horan program
l 6m thinking odondlwas op aa tb|coordinator for the Washington State Parks Boat
long ago, and one | read about a few weeks ago. [T| Program, for paddling safety brochures).
were both POC trips, but situations came up during |b
when a leader was needed to make sure the grou@mt| |[An d third, donot -dm-ene
least members having trouBlestayed safe. | tried to dq communication to educate other paddlers on the W
my best on the trip | was on, but could only go so far sifto carry and wear their PFOt will be the behavior gf
| was just a civilian. a few unfortunate paddlers that will eventually lead
more regulation imposed on all of us.
Fortunately, most of our paddles on the Sound are famy

benign. You can usually get away with the POC mpget

with no problems. And no one gets stuck being Captain

Hard-Ass, which few of us like to do. POC is especially

great if everyone who shows up at the-putis your
buddy, and they all happen to be strong paddlers.

That ds not al ways the cgpe though, especially w
open to the general public.

| t6s hard obeai ntga kee sl emadeortt| of training, and 1itods
stressful. It takes some of the fun out of paddling when
youor e taking head coulnt s every few mi nut e|s

remembering when you left the beach to figure out hpw
fast the group is traveling, managing different
personalities, and the hundred other things involved |with

shepherding kayakers Les Berenson gets the hang of crossing an eddyline
the flood begins to build west of Strawberry Island

And the pay isndt to gr e|dLeswasone ofseveral students to study navigatiqk

range. rescues, currents, and incident management during

our Deception Pass weekend in March.

But | believe its part of our responsibility when we ¢a

trips to make sure every|ogne o eS|
POC to yell over their shoulder, when the wind tarLOOkIng for Kayak Informatlon’?
howl i ng, Al &m not the | eder! o

Sure, there are books up the wazoo at kayak shops
Maybe t hewaypont AtthérputimonaPQCdondt forget your | ocal

trip, you could discuss||whobés going to be in C
somet hing goes wrong. At||A quieksstarch 6f ant Pigrce YCounty kbeary 8y8je
wasted figuring that out if things get serious. turned up 89 books on kayaking, from letige

favorites on techniques by Nigel Denis and Del
What do you think? 0 Alex Otto, editor Hutchinson to the excellent Randel Washburn bo

on places to paddle in the Northwest.

Or, if you wish, you may choose books specifica
about rolling or paddling with kids. If travel is yqu
dream, you may read about kayaking through

|Ay Caram ba' Inside Passage, in the Caribbean, or down Tip

Yet Another Yahoo Kayak group! Tsanpo River (not recommended for sea kayaks).

éhar% are a{sq) se\(ﬁrgltkq:yqq( DVDs from basic strp

to rolling techniques. And, the good newshgy are
all free and you may keep them for three we@dsVer
underestimate your library.)

O

JOINour s, hitdO Son dt r f6
for upcoming paddles and courses on\Wab site!

o Barbara Mitchell

Screwing with the Pacific, Until it Screws You!
A Recap of Our Surf Clinic

Video?Yes!, courtesy of Brian Hollander and the Surfaris
What happens at Pacific Beach stays at Pacific B

We spent a weekend in February surfing at Pacific Beach, our annual surf clinic. We spent Saturday night |r
house we rented nearby, getting up early for the second day of the clinic.

Setting aside attack snoring at the be
house Saturday night and a mildly disturb
image of Bob Burnett getting a back
from Brian Hollander, there are a f¢
highlights which might be mentionable.

First was the phenomenal surfl The sy g \
was coming in between 18 and 21 feet, _
breaking at that height about a mile or t —_

off shore. Closer in, we had the loveli .
sandfilled, two-to-four footers. It was

messy day, in terms of the water, with wam__

coming in at different directions, and e k— M
tides tearing them up into a soupy mess as

they neared shore. Not the nice clean breakd ex 1 n mi dfl ight: AThe sea w
typical of Crescent Beach. old man trying to send b

All the same, our ten brave warriors, many of whom had never surfed before, headed out to take on the |c
under the watchful eyes of Kayak Academyds Georg

Some of the epic moments were:
9 Laurie Davis sidesurfing with a teettgnashing smile as crowds on the beach shouted and cheered.

1 RodgerVon Doenhoff, grinning like Jack Nicholson in the Shining, going out again and again as if he ha
sort of death wish. He fought the sdbldckened waves surviving sand roll after sand roll. A surfer is born.

1 Then there was Kirt who after being overtaken by an enormous watery black beast lost his paddle, hand
and side surfed on his hands for another 50 or 60 yards.

1 Allison demonstrated her tenacity. Back surfing a wall of sand and foam, she whipped around and side|
the beach.

1 Mike Everett broke a paddle (smiling because it was only his spare).
91 Chester tried out several surf boats and made it look easy.

1 Alex went out in his Tempest and showed us how to wait for the water to let go of you before you try ta
particularly after he caught air when a wave f

Even Barb Gronseth pearled into a lovely flip.

Most improved surfer awards go to the amazing Rodger and the unstoppable Connie Greenidge, both exy
their first time surfing. We canét wait to see t

Through it all, the teaching staff was on their garrethe water waist high, tracking and coaching, dumping b
and helping others out to sea, they were phenomenal. During more concerning moments, George was in hig
beside students as they struggled in tough waves

On the second day the energy of the sea began to overwhelm some of the crew. Tired of eating sand, Kare
suggested we head out to body surf, so several of us went out again to meet the sea.

The sea decided to take us on. With three or four waves piling atop each other, Karen had just enough tin
Aoh, that is not good, 0 and we were al/l instant |

The wild body surf ride was the best fun all weekend until we met with what was left of some far distant ung
calamity.

We were about 50 yards up the beach, along the [
was a minitsunami, generated maybe by an earthquake on the other side of the Pacific.

We scrambled to get out of the way, but it was too fast. In an instant, we were all knocked off our feet, and
about amongst boats and waterborne logs.

Given the messy waves and the rtsunami, we decided for safety reasons to cut our Sunday clinic a bit short
and Chester went off to surf a tidal bore at the mouth of nearby river, with George and Bob looking on.

Everyone had a great time at the clinic, and are committed to another one next year. 0 Christine Burris

Greeti NgS |you canst

| with Performance
Ocean Shores! Vitin

As | kayaki Is, | ith th f . :
s | go about my kayaking travels, | am amazed with the amount of pafl Coretre davbpie @ s

o E
gppolitiiiesiatauating: kayak DVD collection?He r e|
whopper of a suggestionWhat
Hereods another to add to the miX]|ever you do, buyanything that
Club. Performance Video produces!
We are a small club of about 40 members. We were organized rough Perfc_)(rjr_nanceh_Vir?eo is I‘?'edica_t(fd |
years ago. This all happened because a couple of paddlers, from outsi pIroVTeling g CREllsy el
| 4in O Sh instruction on outdool
EUfEEL, [SI0EEL R 1] QTR SITEE: sports.  Their materials arg
developed with the cooperation |c
Even though we are surrounded by water (23 miles located inside |{top instructors in each discipline
Shores city limits), and our kayaking is varied, these people were unalincluding sea kayaking, an
find others to paddle with. provide the perfect review o
preparation for hand®n
instruction.

So, they started making inquires and then set up the first meeting, just to)
there was any interest. As it turns, there was great interest.

Those of us who may be familig
with Outdoor Retailers know thei
Our membership is mostly composed of retied or setivied folks. We alsp takeno-prisoners  approach [

have families with children. We draw from the Grays Harbor area. Everyp| quality outdoor _sports companie
welcome and the meetings are held the last Thursday of the month. and support retailers.

: This is what OR says abo
The waters that W_e typically paddle are our own Duck Lake and canal s)y Performance Video production
the surrounding rivers and lakes, the salt water bay and, of course, {5 S mpl e, yet e
D

—

' o)

daring, the Pacific Ocean. During the Winter months we mostly stay clo[t h e hall mar k 0
home, with Duck Lake being a great place to practice skills and keepthgli nst ructi onal v|
toned.

The first DVD | picked up fron
Performance Vi
Kayak Roll o0 and

-

We even have the famed

RGhost Foresb ~ whi ch makes is the Bible for every skill levei
for a great day trip that familig¢s beginner to teacher.

can enjoy. The fnAGhost Foresto

is located on the Copalis River. The progression section presents
It got its name because of the stepby-step learning experient:
dead old growth trees. In 1700 that allows you to visualize the rol

(from setup to finish position

a Tsunami from Japan madg it , . T
using a number of various surfag
all the way to our coast and Up side & underwater camef

the river. The saltwater killgd perspectives and animatip

the trees along the riverbank, features.
but they still stand. The Ghost Forest (photo by Brian Atwate

-

Performance Video even useg
cutaway model of a kayak ([«
demonstrate knee, thigh & Hhi
position during a roll!

Our club invited David Yamaguchi, a scientist from the University
Washington, to explain it to us. David came on the paddle and showg
members where he and his partner had taken samples over the years.

Washington State Parks Depart ment|Ah, the mystery of the cockpit hp
a linkto learn more. finally been revealed.
| would not be doing this articlldl Jjust candt sg

~ . : Kayak Roll production!From souy
event , APaddl e the Shores. o Thi s ‘to-nuts, this DVD has it all.And

the local tourism group took it over. This year its being held September 14, e any el a s
19. Itis really a mini symposium with fun events for kayaking; venders sg yourself picking up more pointer
their wares; boat races; a poker paddle; education; and prizes. It is [fnuances, and performance ge
geared to the new and nearly new paddler, with the exception of the|each time you view it.

which draws many seasoned paddlers.

- (N (N

L T 4 )

Performance Video sells othe
DVDs t oo: nAl Il
ifPerformance Se
Basi cs ande B etle
link to their website.

Come on down. We would love to kayak with you.

1v2)

Connie Greenidge, Ocean Shores Paddle Club
Ever answering to the call of th

kayakeé 0 Laurie Davis



http://www.vimeo.com/10514524
http://www.nwnature.net/earthscope/copalis.htm
mailto:gablehousep@aol.com
http://www.tacomamountaineers.org/activities/seakayak.cfm
http://www.performancevideo.com
mailto:tacomakayaker@yahoo.com
http://www.leg.wa.gov/JLARC/AuditAndStudyReports/2010/Documents/StateRecreationalBoatingSO.pdf
mailto:tacomakayaker@yahoo.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SeaKayakTacoma/
http://www.tacomamountaineers.org/activities/seakayak.cfm
mailto:gnthodge@msn.com
http://www.uscgboating.org/statistics/accident_statistics.aspx
http://www.americancanoe.org/atf/cf/%7B74254DC2-74B4-446F-92BE-547992272AB7%7D/SEI_CJ2.pdf
mailto:james.horan@parks.wa.gov

