
New kayak launches, 
storage on the Foss 

  
Want a kayak, but have no place to store it? Foss Landing Marina and the City 

of Tacoma have got your back. 

  

A kayak dock and storage racks have just been opened at 1817 Dock Street, in 

Tacoma, right behind the Museum of Glass, on the west shore of the Thea Foss 

waterway.   

 

The new floating dock is built especially low for kayakers, and  the rack 

storage has space for 35 kayaks. 

Parking is nearby, for a $1 an 

hour, $8 for the day. 

 

Across the water on the east  

s h o r e ,  j u s t  u n d e r  t h e   

509 bridge,  there's another new 

dock, pictured here.  

 

A gangway leads down to a 

floating platformðthis one just six or so inches above the water at its  end. 

There's free parking for you and about 500 of your closest friends under the 

bridge.  

 

Kayak storage on the first dock is $200 for six months, with use of the 

marinaôs showers and laundry included. Renters get the combo for the entrance 

gate, and have 24-hour access to their kayaks.   

  

The kayak docks are part of the ongoing, years-long and restoration of the 

Thea Foss waterway. Once an industrial channel, the bottom and shores have 

been cleaned up, and the west shore has been reborn as a tourist locale, with 

restaurants, boat facilities, galleries, and condos, all anchored by the glass 

museum.   

 

Getting paddlers in the loop is part of making the waterfront ñas vibrant as it 

can be,ò said General Manager Craig Perry, of Foss Landing Marina and Boat 

Storage, which shared the cost of the new facilities with the city.  Call Craig at 

253-572-2524 if you are interested in storage.  ðAlex Otto 

Tacoma, Port Townsend 
Symposiums Kaput! 

 

Bad newsðWeôve lost our regionôs two major kayak symposiums.  

 

The Tacoma Kayak Symposium, held in May at Owen beach, and the 

September West Coast Sea Kayak Symposium in Port Townsend have both 

been cancelled for this year, and it doesnôt look like theyôll be back.  

 

The Trade Association of 

Paddle Sports (TAPS), which 

has been running the Port 

Townsend symposium, lost its  

corporate sponsorship from 

Outdoor Retailers, which 

underwrote the event with up 

to a $62,000 annually, 

according to a TAPS press 

release. 

 

It was $30,000 last year, and 

the symposium lost about 

$15,000. OR is donating itôs money this year to the Outdoor Industry 

Association, according to the release. 

 

In Tacoma, Metro Parks Recreation Manager Jose Gorospe, Jr. said the 

problem is short-staffing as much as money. The eventôs been breaking even, 

he said, but the symposiumôs coordinator has left Metro Parks.  

 

ñWithout a person who (has) a passion for the event we were not willing to 

continue,ò Gorospe said in an email.    

 

Owen beach is bit cramped, too, he said, and Metro Parks lacks the staff to 

offer intermediate and advanced kayak instruction.  

 

Maybe thereôs a silver lining for usðthereôs now an  opportunity for one of the 

areas several kayak entrepreneurs to start a new symposium, and set it up to 

avoid problems faced in Tacoma and Port Townsend.  

 

Calling Bill Walkeré. ðAlex Otto 

Of orcas and paddlers 
 
Welcome to the second issue of the Puget Sound News Splash, brought to you 

by the Tacoma Mountaineers Sea Kayaking Committee.  

 

We are using a proper email program this time, so there are live links in this 

issue, and it shouldnôt hang up when you try to open it. Let me know though if 

you have formatting or other problems with  your copy. We are still working 

out the kinks. I welcome your story ideas and classifieds, too. 

 

By the way, those of 

you who had problem 

opening the first issue 

can see it online here. 

 

A heads up 
 

We northwest kayakers 

are in jeopardy of 

losing the right to 

launch from the west 

side of San Juan Island 

and paddle along its 

shore. 

 

We are getting caught up in proposed National Oceanographic and 

Atmospheric Administration regulations meant to  protect orcas from whale 

watching cruises and other commercial  boat traffic.  

 

It's a good idea to protect the beasts by keeping vessels at least 200 yards off,  

but the feds don't seem to realize that there is a huge difference between  the 

environmental impact caused by kayakers and that cause by commercial 

vessels.  

 

I should have seen this coming. Last June, my friends and I shoved off from 

San Juan County Park to go north around the island. As soon as we hit the 

water, and angry guy with a bullhorn was yelling at us from shore to stay away 

from the whales.    

 

They were out there, but we were at least 200 yards away from them. Made 

no  differenceðany human sharing the water with his beasts was one too 

many. 

 

You can read what the feds are up to here. Official comments closed Jan. 15, 

but you can still share your views with the powers that be. 

 

It seems that the fed's evidence for including kayakers in the boat ban comes 

mostly from studies of kayakers and dolphins.  

 

Your editorðand othersðquestion the strength of that evidence. ðAlex Otto, 

Puget Sound News Splash editor 

Of polar bears and Nigel 
Foster 

 
(Or, how Nigel almost got mistaken for a seal, with tragic results) 

 

Jeez...stalked by polar bears for most of a 5-plus week, 675-mile paddle up the 

inside and then down the outside of the Labrador coast. 

 

Kayak adventurers Nigel Foster and Kristin Nelsonðwho teach for the 

Tacoma Mountaineersðtold about 130 people all about the trip Jan 18 at the 

Tacoma Mountaineers Club House in Old Town, following the monthly get-to-

know-the-Mountaineers meeting.         

 

The 2004 journey started at Kuujjuaq and ended at Nain. During it, Nigel said 

he and Kristin had about 16 eye-to-eye encounters with polar bears, critters 

that proved to have an unnerving, and surprising  abilityðgiven their vast size  

and stark whitenessðto blend in with boulders along the shore.                                        

 

Kristin remembers that during one encounterðthe bear was at one end of the 

kayak, she at the otherðshe felt she was in the presence of a wise and curious  

intelligence. The curiousness, though, 

seemed mostly about assessing she and 

Nigel as prey.  

 

A few flares drove the creature off 

momentarily, but the bear was coming 

back when the pair managed to shove 

off, quickly.  

               

Later on, Nigel did a ferry-glide   across 

a 200 yard channel. He was amped up at 

that point from previous bear encounters, 

and watching for the animals. He made it 

just about to the far shore, and was 

about to land, when a boulder stirred to 

life and started coming towards him. 

 

Realizing Nigel was making his way across the pass, a bear had crouched on 

the beach and was waiting for him. Intelligent, indeed.  

 

Not much sleep for the two adventurers on their Labrador trip. They had a 

gunðtheir Inuit hosts at the put in insisted they carry oneðbut didnôt want to 

kill a bear. The Inuit avoid doing that as well. They respect the animals.   

 

Asked after the talk if theyôd do the trip again, Nigel grimaced. Kristin, 

though, said she would, but she'd pack more foodðthe couple arrived home 

thin after eating a lot of wild berries and mushrooms.  

 

Kristin also said she'd learn how to shoot a rifle.  

 

A lot of cool history on their trip, tooðcenturies old Moravian missions being 

restored, abandoned cold-war early-detection radar sites being cleaned of 

PCBs, etc. 

 

Read about the trip in Nigelôs book. ðAlex Otto   

EDITORS NOTE: injured seals and other wildlife  
  

On our way back from Gig Harbor to Owen beach during the Triple 

Cross, we saw a white juvenile seal with brown spots hauled up on the 

beach below the cliffs at Point Defiance. Something seemed wrong, and we 

were concerned, but he was breathing and we didnôt disturb him.  

  

The next day, I paddled past again to check up on him, but he was gone. 

Another young seal, though, was dead on the beach below the cliffs, which I 

reported to the NOAA marine mammal division. A terrible, sad thing to see. 

  

The seal could have died from exhaustionðthough we had nice weather on the 

Triple Cross, there had been ferocious winds in the Narrows the night beforeð 

or from sickness or starvation, though the seal didnôt look particularly thin.  

  

The dead seal was 

three feet long, 

maybe 15 pounds. 

NOAA planned a 

r e c o v e r y  a n d 

autopsy.  

  

It's a helpless 

feeling coming 

across animals in 

distress, the one 

thing I find painful 

about kayaking.  

 

But there is 

something you can 

do. NOAA not only 

does autopsies, but also rescues marine mammals in distress. You can report 

injured seals and other marine mammals that need help to NOAA at 800-853-

1964. It's a 24-hour, 365 day a year number. Theyôll help the animal if 

possible. I have the number programmed into my cell phone. You might do 

that, too. 

  

Land animals needing help can be reported to PAWS in Lynwood. 425-787-

2500 ext. 817 or ext. 0. Ask them for the name and number of a nearby 

rescuer or shelter. I have this one programmed in, as well.   

 

Another idea: carry a knife when your out. I once had to cut a seagull free of 

fishing line. You might someday, too. ðAlex Otto  
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¡Ay Caramba! 
 

*********** 

Yet Another Yahoo Kayak 

group!  

********* 

But this one is TACOMO-

CENTRIC! 
************* 

 

Upcoming paddles and classes, 

plus sass from Bob Burnett! 

Click to  
 

JOIN! 
 

Itôs free 
 

(Friend Tacoma  Mountaineers 

Sea Kayaking on Facebook, too!) 
 

And donôt forget to watch for 

upcoming paddles and courses on 

our Web site! 

Incident management with Nigel 

Foster and Surf Clinic with 

George Gronseth filled!  
 

So donôt miss this one! 
 

DECEPTION 
PASS  

WEEKEND 
 

Incident 

Management with 

Body Boat Blade, one 

day course offered 

Mar. 6 and 7 
 

***PLUS*** 
 

Four on -the-water clinics led 
by Mountaineer instructors!  

 
*Sea Kayak Navigation*  

 
*Towing and Rescues*  

 
*Intro Currents & Tidal 

Rapids*  
 

*Intro Incident Management, 
for those not quite ready for 

the BBB course*  
 

BBB course: $150 

All four seminars: $40 

Mountaineers, $50 others 
 

Call TMSK chair 
Christine Burris for 

details: 253 -651-6610 

Greenland paddle expert Don 

Beale shows how itôs done at a 

Jan. 31 Tacoma Mountaineers 

paddle carving class. It was 

hands on training for eight stu-

dents, each of whom went home 

with a new blade.   

 

Top honors for  

BOAT REPAIR queen 

 

Rhonda Schwab 
 

During our last leadership 

m e e t i n g ,  t h e  T a c o m a 

Mountaineers  Sea Kayak 

Committee voted Rhonda 

Schwab in as a Sea Kayak 4 

leader and Sea Kayak 5 

instructor.                      

"I am honored to be given this 

o p p o r t u n i t y  b y  t h e 

Mountaineers," she said. 

 

A lot of you already know 

Rhonda and that she is a 

passionate, dedicated instructor. 

 

Rhonda will be helping out with 

the March Body Boat Blade 

incident management class at 

Deception Pass. 

 

Sheôs also running Tacoma 

Parksô roll classes in  February . 

She's the go-to person for boat 

repair, too. Contact her at 

 rhondagschwab@comcast.net  

      ðAlex Otto  

January Trip Report:         
  Triple Cross 
 

Leader: most of us, on different 

legs 

 

Video: yes! 

 

The weather reports were 

suggesting 38 to even 50 knot 

gusts, and rain, both diminishing 

in the afternoon.   

 

For some reason, we suddenly 

had people canceling. Even Wild 

Pete Babler called off at the last 

minute. So there we were, just ten 

of us at Owen Beach ready to 

shove off.  

The wind had mysteriously 

disappeared, and we studied the 

behavior of the currents in this 

unique body of water.  

 

Nearing Vashon, we encountered 

more dynamic water that pulled 

us toward the ever north flowing 

Colvos Passage, nothing big, but 

interesting all the same.  

 

The water moves through the area 

in counter-intuitive ways, 

swirling one way and then the 

next, due to the deep underwater 

canyons and currents. 

 

On leg two, from Vashon to Gig 

Harbor, we were led by the 

fearless  two­some Karen 

"Lamby" Scharer  and Chester 

"Chesty McBusty" Knapp,  who 

challenged us to face down a 

large boat under sail and not 

wanting to give right of way. 

 

Speed bumps we were not, and 

we paddled on into Gig Harbor 

for a leisurely lunch at the Tides.  

 

Laurie "Legs" Davis  and Don 

will vouch for the Grilled Halibut 

Mexican salad.  They say it is the 

best thing on the menu. few 

waves pushing us back to Owen.  

 

Along the beach we encountered 

the Point Defiance Swimmer who 

is often seen off Owen Beach in 

deep water wearing shorts and a 

tee shirt. 

 

Apparently he freaked out some 

passersby and by the time we 

were loading our boats, the fire 

department had arrived. 

 

The swimmer came in red 

sk inned and  smi l ing as 

always. Although a nice guy, he 

is simply a freak of nature.   

 

Most of us would be paralyzed by 

hypothermia in those conditions 

within minutes, and dead in an 

hour or so. 

 

It turned out to be a beautiful day, 

one of those spring-like days that 

help us through the otherwise 

dreary winters around here.  

 

So what does this say about the 

accu­racy of weather reports?    

 

Always pre­pare for the worst.  If 

it is nice, just enjoy the ride. ð

Christine Burris, TMSK Chair 

  we have hard lives 

 lived to tell the tale 

      not interested in kayakers 

happier times in Pt. Townsend 

all for you, plus free parking 

50 knot winds?  

Ms Schwab 

Theyôre not all about hunting kayakers. Here, a 

wild polar bear plays with a husky, a still from 

an incredible series of shots by Norbert Rosing 

in Churchill, Manitoba. Play between bears and 

wolves is not uncommon, apparently.  

January Trip Report: Fox 
Island to Wollochet Bay and 
back  
  

Leader: informally so, Bob Burnett 

Why? Why not?  

  

We slipped into the cold clear water 

on this foggy, but calm day. A 

bakerôs dozen set off from Fox Island 

for a 10 mile journey across the 

boiling waters of Hale Passage for 

this epic journey.  

  

With Christine in the lead, setting a blazing pace of 3 knots, we forged ahead into the fog with the pack in tow. An 

easy paddle along the shoreline of Gig Harbor, we all shared tall tales of adventures past and dreams of future 

journeys.  

  

Along for the ride was Pete Bablerôs new gal pal Jennifer, in a kayak for the second time. The first being a week past 

doing wet exits and rescues with Pete.    

  

Deep into Wollochet Bay we paddled. Paddling for what seemed to be hours looking for a nonexistent boat ramp to 

stop for lunch. Chester "Chesty McBusty" was set to the task of leading us, but I steered him astray with 

misinformation, to help him learn how to figure things out. The boat ramp really was at the bottom of 10 th Chester, 

sorry.  

  

Fortunately, there was another ramp on the opposite side of the bay, so we stopped for a bite and a pee and shoved 

off for our next leg.   

  

As we reached the mouth of the bay we could see that the waters of Hale Passage were now a boil with 6 foot waves 

and whirlpools the size of transit buses.  

  

Chester pulled lead, called the ferry angle, and lead the group across the hellish seas without incident. Safely in the 

eddy near the Fox Island chapel, we reviewed our encounter with near death and I realized it was all a dream. Thatôs 

what I get for falling asleep during lunch ;) 

  

(damn, no bus-sized whirlpoolsðed.) 

  

We completed our journey just before 3 p.m., as projected, with all the paddlers that we started with and a good time 

was had by allé..I hope. ðBob Burnett 

  

PS-The names of the paddlers were left out to protect the innocent. 

     Phil Philbinôs GPS donôt lie: 9.12 nautical miles in 4.75 hours 

NAIL THAT DAMN ROLL!  
(or balance brace) 

 
Tacoma Mountaineer 

Pool Sessions  
 

Peninsula High School, 
Gig Harbor, every 

Wends., except the first 
Wends. of the Month, 7 -

9 p.m.  
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